
 

 

 First General Meeting : Thursday, September 06, 2012 

 Introductions 

 Officers 2012-2013 

 Dr. Richard Kasschau 

 Faculty Advisor  

 President : Aryam (Ary) Andom

 Vice President : Patricia (Patty) Morales

 Treasurer : Alec Nordan

 Secretary : Anajery (Ana) Valadez

 Historian : Sergio (Serg) Valerio

 History of Psi Chi 

 The idea for Psi Chi began late one fall night in 1927 at the University of Kansas. Edwin 
Newman and M. H. (later Fred) Lewis, students at the university, were conducting 
separate pieces of research in the large basement laboratory of the Department of 
Psychology. Lewis lamented the fact that, unlike several other academic specialties, 
there was no national student organization for psychology. Newman challenged him to 
do something about it. With that challenge, the idea for Psi Chi was born. Lewis and 
Newman contacted friends at other colleges and universities and began to hold 
meetings to explore the possibilities for a national organization. Psi Chi was founded on 
September 4, 1929, during the Ninth International Congress of Psychology held at Yale 
University.  

 Symbols & Greek Letters 

 Shortly after Psi Chi's founding, a key was designed for the society, and also a Psi Chi 
seal that features the key as its central element.  

 Most honor societies use a key as their main symbol; the majority of these are based on 
the Greek letters that form the names of the respective societies, and some include 
various other graphic elements intended to convey additional meaning. Psi Chi's key is 
based on the Greek letters "psi" and "chi" with the "psi" graphically extended as a key 
and superimposed over the "chi." There are no additional graphic elements used as 
symbols, but the letters "psi" and "chi" have been used for decades in the Psi Chi 
induction ritual to express the Greek words "psyche" and "cheires," which in turn 
symbolize "mind" (particularly scholarship and the enrichment of the mind) and "hands" 
(a symbol of fellowship and cooperation in research). 

 The Psi Chi seal places the symbols at the center of a circle, indicating that scholarship 
and fellowship are at the center of Psi Chi's mission. In addition to the Greek words and 
its founding date, the symbols are now wrapped onto a globe to represent the society’s 
new emphasis on international expansion. The outer band and circles encompassing the 
globe represent the unified goals and mission of the society: to excel in scholarship and 
advance psychology 

 Mission & Purpose 

 Psi Chi is an international honor society whose purpose shall be to encourage, stimulate, 
and maintain excellence in scholarship of the individual members in all fields, 
particularly in psychology, and to advance the science of psychology. 



 

 

 The mission of Psi Chi is to produce a well-educated, ethical, and socially responsible 
member committed to contributing to the science and profession of psychology and to 
society in general. 

 Subends for accomplishing above mission:

 Advance the science and profession of psychology 

 Promote an educational experience consistent with the mission 

 Promote ethical and socially responsible members and leaders 

 Define and establish an organizational structure that promotes our 
mission 

 Recognize and foster the contributions that diversity makes to the 
science and practice of psychology 

 Membership  

 Psi Chi and Psychology Club membership seems to get a bit confusing but here is a basic 
explanation. Your memberships in Psi Chi is more of a personal one. Once you join, you 
are a member for life and you have access to Psi Chi’s resources throughout your life 
and career. Psychology Club is mainly an interest club and is open to anyone interested 
in psychology. Members who do not yet qualify for Psi Chi, join Psychology Club and 
then go on to apply for Psi Chi once the requirements are met. But, both organizations 
meet and attend events together and are treated as one organization and the officers 
serve as officers of both organizations. Also, you can only be a member of one 
organization at a time. Essentially, a Psychology Club member is no longer known as one 
once he or she becomes a member of Psi Chi.  

 Benefits of being a Psi Chi member 

 Psi Chi provides international recognition for academic excellence in psychology, 
an honor which can be noted on employment applications, vitae, and resumés.

 Through membership in Psi Chi, students gain a sense of community with others 
in psychology and an identification with the discipline.

 Psi Chi provides a local, regional, national and international forum for obtaining 
information and developing perspectives about the field of psychology, learning 
about educational and career opportunities, and forming meaningful 
professional networks.

 On the local level, chapter membership facilitates leadership development, 
interaction with other students who have similar interests, and service to the 
department and institution sponsoring Psi Chi.

 Members receive a membership card and certificate, and, through chapter 
mailings, copies of Eye on Psi Chi. (Following graduation, members may 
subscribe to Eye on Psi Chi.)

 Psi Chi chapter activities provide students with valuable opportunities to 
develop one-on-one relationships with professors who can stimulate their 
interest in psychology, involve them in research projects, and write meaningful 
letters of recommendation for them.

 Psi Chi encourages student research at the regional and national as well as local 
levels through undergraduate and graduate research award competitions and 
provides opportunities for students to present research and receive certificates 



 

 

recognizing their accomplishments at regional and national psychological 
association meetings.

 Psi Chi provides over $300,550 annually in awards and grants to its student 
members, faculty advisors, and chapters.

 Psi Chi sponsors outstanding programs at regional and national psychological 
association meetings. Members benefit not only from the programs, but also 
from the opportunity to meet leading psychologists and students from other 
chapters.

 Membership in Psi Chi meets one of the requirements for entrance at the GS-7 
level in numerous professional and technical occupations in the United States 
government.

 Membership is for life. The initial society registration fee of $45 is the only 
payment ever made to the organization, which does not charge dues.

 As a member of Psi Chi, you are eligible for special offers when you join as a 
student member from either organization:

 Join APS for a discounted membership rate of $25.  View APS 
announcement for complete details. 

 Psi Chi is a member of the Association of College Honor Societies (ACHS), which 
offers in conjunction with the Washington Internship Institute (WII), $500 merit-
based scholarships to members of Psi Chi who apply and are selected to WII's 
internship program

 Psi Chi 

 Requirements 

 Completion of at least 3 semesters of college courses.

 Completion of at least 9 semester hours of psychology.

 Registration for major or minor standing in psychology or for a program 
psychological in nature which is equivalent to such standings.

 Undergraduates who are elected to Psi Chi must demonstrate superior 
scholarship in psychology, earning a minimum GPA of at least 3.5 in psychology 
courses, and a minimum overall GPA of 3.00.

 For graduate students, an average grade of "A” or “B" in all graduate courses, 
including psychology.

 High standards of personal behavior.

 Commitment to actively participate in chapter events/activities.

 Psych Club 

 Requirements 

 Enrolled in at least one semester of courses.

   

   

  



 

 

 Demonstrate high standards of personal behavior.

 Commitment to actively participate in chapter events/activities. 

 Chapter dues of $50 (possible discount with participation points)

 Procedure 

 Applications 

 Submit applications to our office at Heyne 105 or to any officer during a 
meeting. Applications are accepted year round but due by the end of October if 
you would like to be inducted in November.

 Inductions 

 Inductions for Psi Chi and Psychology Club are held twice a year/once a semester.  

 University of Houston Chapter 

 Committees 

 As a member, you are able to and encouraged to join various committees that 
pertain to your interests. You will be able to sign up for the committees you are 
interested in and meet with your committees at the second meeting.

 Social : Aryam 

 Inductions : Patricia 

 Fundraising : Alec  

 Volunteering : Ana  

 Newsletter/Scrapbook : Sergio 

 SWPA/Academic : TBA 

 Committee Chairs 

 You can run for committee chairs of any committee. The 
position is best fit for those who feel strongly in assisting that 
particular committee and is especially for those who aspire to 
be officers in the future. Please e-mail us at 
uh.psichi@yahoo.com if you are interested in becoming 
committee chair or have any questions regarding the positions. 
Elections will be held at the second meeting. 

 Meetings 

 Our meetings will be every other Thursday at 5:30pm.

 Here are the meeting the dates for the rest of the semester:

 September 20, October 4, October 18, November 1, 
November 15, November 29, and December 6. 

 Inductions/Banquet 

 Inductions will be held on Friday, November 16, 2012 at 6pm. This year, we will 
be combining an end of year banquet with our inductions thus inviting all our 
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members to celebrate our success over the semester and to support our newly 
inducted fellow members. 

 Dues 

 Psi Chi

 Chapter dues of $50 each semester. 

 One time lifetime dues of $45 that are paid to the Psi Chi Central Office. 

 Psychology Club

 Chapter dues of $50 each semester. 

 Point System 

 Earn points so you'll qualify for the discount on semester dues! 
0 - 199 points earned = $50 Dues 
200 - 399 points earned = $40 Dues 
400+ points earned = $25 Dues 
 
Point System Break Down 
50 points for community service events 
25 points for social events 
25 points for academic events 
15 points per hour for fundraising events 
10 points for donating items for bake sales(i.e. sodas, cookies, brownies, etc) 
10 points per hour for running Psi Chi office (Up to limit of 150 points) 
10 points for meetings 
5 points for wearing Psi Chi/Psychology Club wristband to events                                          
10 points for wearing Psi Chi/Psychology Club shirt to meetings/events 
10 points for bringing a friend to Psi Chi meetings/events 
10 points for committee activities (i.e. newsletter, scrapbook pages) 
5 points for committee meetings

 T-Shirts 

 Psi Chi has a tradition of having a t-shirt design competition every year. We 
always have on casual shirt and one more professional shirt. You may submit a 
t-shirt design and at the beginning of October, we will vote on the best design. If 
your design wins, you receive 50 points! E-mail us for a blank t-shirt template 
and send it back to us by the end of September.

 Upcoming Events 

 Thursday, 9/13 @ 5:30pm in Heyne 135 : Game Night! Come take a study break 
with Psi Chi while having fun and getting to know the officers and your fellow 
members.

 Thursday, 9/20 @ 5:30pm in Heyne 135 : Second General Meeting. 

 Saturday, 9/22 @ 10am : Kaplan’s UH National Practice Test (NPT). You can take 
the practice GRE and then receive your score on the spot. Great way to see 
where you stand in terms of how you will do on the GRE and there is also a 
great discount on Kaplan’s sessions if you attend. More info will be released 
about the location once we are notified. 

 


